Sample Opinion-Editorial (Op-Ed)

Turn Your Red AIDS Ribbon Upside-Down

The statistics are staggering.  It is estimated that 16,000 people around the world will become infected with HIV on May 18th, HIV Vaccine Awareness Day.  In fact, 16,000 people become infected with HIV every day of the year, which means more than 5 million new cases of HIV this year alone.  In the United States, 40,000 people contract HIV each year; half occur in young people under the age of 25.  That is more than 100 people per day.  Nearly fifty percent of those new infections in the United States are among communities of color.  

May 18th is HIV Vaccine Awareness Day.  It is a day to thank those individuals who have given of themselves by volunteering to be in HIV prevention vaccine clinical trials, and for the health professionals and scientists conducting those trials.  We acknowledge the hope, promise, and progress that HIV vaccine research offers.  

This year, for the first time ever, the day will be commemorated with a twist on a familiar symbol of AIDS awareness.  Organizers are asking people to recognize HIV vaccine research by wearing a red AIDS ribbon upside-down on HIV Vaccine Awareness Day (May 18th).  The upside-down red AIDS ribbon forms a “V,” for “vaccines,” the vision of a world without AIDS, and symbolizes the urgent need to stop the spread of HIV/AIDS.  

Scientists have been searching for a safe and effective vaccine to prevent HIV infection since the virus was first identified in 1984.  Each new test or clinical trial brings us one step closer to finding an effective vaccine like other successful vaccines in history such as polio and smallpox.  To date, more than 12,000 individuals have already volunteered in HIV vaccine clinical trials, more than 20 promising HIV vaccines are in the various stages of testing, and more vaccines will be studied in the next two years than in the last five years combined. 

On May 18th, we thank the volunteers who have helped researchers take significant steps toward developing a safe and effective HIV prevention vaccine.  The courage of volunteers is hopeful, the commitment of researchers is promising, and awareness of communities across the country is on-going and progressive.  We are all in this together; take the time today and everyday to learn more about HIV vaccine research, and be a part of an HIV vaccine reality.  

What you can do.  Parents, educators, clinicians, clergy, advocates, and others must commit and continue to promote HIV prevention, and share the hope, promise, and progress of HIV vaccine research.  NAME OF ORGANIZATION will be NAME LOCAL ACTIVITIES, on NAME DATE(S).  On May 18th, you too can help, wear a red AIDS ribbon upside-down and share the hope, promise, and progress of HIV vaccine research.  For more information about HIV Vaccine Awareness Day or HIV Vaccine Research call 1-800-HIV-0440 or visit www.aidsinfo.nih.gov or www.hvtn.org.

[Your name] is [title] of the [HVTU/organization name].  
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