Sample Newsletter

National HIV Vaccine Awareness Day – May 18th
Highlights Hope, Promise, Progress of HIV Vaccine Research

May 18th is National HIV Vaccine Awareness Day.  The day dedicated to thank the thousands of study volunteers, scientists, and health professionals involved in HIV vaccine research.  Six years ago, on May 18th, the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) at the National Institutes of Health (NIH), recognized the first annual National HIV Vaccine Awareness Day.  Since then, much progress has occurred.  

In 2000, the Division of AIDS, a Division in NIAID, launched its HIV Vaccine Communications Campaign, a national effort to create a supportive environment for HIV preventive vaccine research in the United States.  This campaign is a multi-year effort to: (1) increase awareness of the urgent need for an HIV vaccine in communities most affected by HIV/AIDS; (2) create an environment that fosters current and future vaccine trial volunteers; and (3) improve the public’s perceptions and attitudes toward vaccine research.

The statistics are staggering.  Each day, 16,000 people become infected with HIV around the world.  That means more than 5 million new cases of HIV this year.  In the United States alone, 40,000 people contract HIV each year, which are more than 100 people per day.  Half of new infections occur in people younger than 25.  The disease continues to disproportionately affect people of color, who comprise nearly fifty percent of the new infections.

Despite grim statistics, we see the commitment for a truly effective HIV/AIDS vaccine someday.  Overall, much progress has been made against HIV/AIDS, as evident by the progress prevention and treatment programs have made.  Prevention efforts have reduced HIV infections from approximately 150,000 per year to around 40,000 per year; and in treatment, we have seen the positive impact and advances in HIV therapies.  An HIV preventive vaccine has been a dream for people living with HIV/AIDS and researchers for years; the reality of potential HIV preventive vaccines is fast approaching.  
For an HIV vaccine to become a reality we all need to get involved.  We must be better prepared to address the many issues, and concerns regarding vaccines.  Many in our communities have questions, such as:

Q:
Can you get HIV from the vaccine? 

A:
No.  HIV vaccines being tested in humans do not contain HIV and therefore cannot cause HIV infection.  

Q:
Are there any minorities involved in the trials? 

A:
There have been in the past, but not equal to their percentage of the population.  

Q:
Is there already a vaccine?

A:
There is no HIV preventive vaccine, but approximately 20 possible vaccines are being tested.  

If a vaccine is to become a reality, it will only be so because of those involved, and those involved asked those same questions.  Addressing the many issues and concerns of communities will be top priority.  

Hope

Experts believe that safe, effective vaccines to prevent HIV infection are the world’s best hope for stopping the spread of HIV, and ultimately ending the AIDS pandemic.  While no proven vaccine to prevent HIV infection is available yet, scientists are confident that the development of an HIV vaccine is possible and that, like other successful vaccines in history, including polio and smallpox, it will help save millions of lives.  

Promise

Thousands of clinical trial volunteers, scientists, and health professionals are working hard to realize the promise of HIV vaccines.  Researchers working with NIAID are at the forefront of HIV vaccine research.  Additionally, more than 12,000 people around the world have volunteered for clinical trials to test potential vaccines.  Each volunteer and each clinical trial helps move scientists closer to their goal.  

Progress

Researchers are making real progress.   In fact, more potential vaccines will be tested in the next two years in more people than in the last five years combined.  Currently, there are approximately 20 promising HIV vaccine candidates in various stages of testing, including clinical trials involving study volunteers.  NIAID is currently sponsoring multiple clinical trials of HIV vaccine candidates with the help of its global HIV Vaccine Trials Network.  These vaccine trials will one day require tens of thousands of additional volunteers.

This year, HIV Vaccine Awareness Day is commemorated with a new twist.  Around the nation, people are wearing a new symbol that signifies the importance of HIV vaccine research.  The symbol is an upside-down red AIDS ribbon that forms a “V” for “vaccines”.  By wearing it, individuals can show their personal awareness about the progress being made to develop a vaccine that prevents HIV infection.  

In communities across the country, people are recognizing the thousands of study volunteers, researchers, and health professionals who are working together to make the vision of a vaccine to prevent HIV infection a reality.  To learn more about HIV Vaccine Awareness Day, and/or the hope, promise, and progress of HIV vaccine research, visit www.aidsinfo.nih.govwww.hvtn.org or , or call 1-800-HIV-0440 for a free brochure (available in English and Spanish).  
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